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Special Edition

nwWeE PAI'D FOR THE FREEDOM THA
TAKE FOR GRANTEDO
NJOIN US TO ENSURE THEY

[ THE PROMISESe . A
THEY MADE AND NOW LOOK TOTAKE BACK 20

It is easyto take liberty for granted, when you have never had it taken from you.
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M3yt(Ret)Dale B. Nelson , Chairmamternationakgislativ€Eommittee

AY ouFulfilledYourPledge Whataboutthe Governmetrd Promise80
AFSAOGs chapter and adrievitsh eo ni emyeensb Aasmiatior. alrhes first-lmahd t h €
knowledge of issues affecting Air Force enlisted members has been extremely valuable over the
years in charting the course our lobbyists pursue each year.




With this in mind, the AESA International Legislative Committee is now seeking proposals for possible
inclusion the 2012-2013 AFSA Legislative Platform. Recommendations should be written in point

paper format and submitted through the local chapter to the Division President for
coordination. Division Presidents will compile issues received from their chapters and forward them
to the Directorate of Military and Government Relations (M&G) for further evaluation.

Proposals must be received by Military and Government Relations and (cc:)Trustee Nelson
(Legislative Committee Chairman) NLT January 15, 2012, to ensure there is sufficient time to
research each issue. Items received by this time will be considered by the AFSA Legislative
Committee in the spring of 2012 when it meets to prepare a new draft platform for the AFSA
International Executive Committee.

AHELP US HELPI ToGe c¥riaib) thé years ahead will be extremely challenging
as the country struggles financially. As Congress looks to reign in spending by slashing
budgets and cutting programs, AFSA will be there working hard to defend earned military and
veterans benefits. Protecting military pay and benefits (including retired pay), TRICARE and
education benefits already are, and will remain key items on the Legislative Platform.

Protection of the US Flag and POW/MIA accountability will continue to be core items on the
platform as well. But as in years past, we are relying on our members to identify new
legislative targets for our lobbyists to address in the halls of Congress. Help influence the
direction and success of AFSA by telling us the new issue(s) you believe the Association
should pursue in 2012-2013. Thanks in advancd)ale & Morgan

NAUS President Sends Letter to Sen. McCain

This week, NAUS President LtGen Jack Klimp, USMC (Ret), sent a letter to Senate Armed
Services Committee Ranking Member Sen. John McCain (R-AZ) expressing deep
disappointment in recent recommendations McCain made to the Joint Select Committee on
Deficit Reduction (the Super Committee).

As reported in | ast weekds Update, the Senato
access to TRICARE Prime for retired military and assessing a $200 yearly fee, indexed
in future years, for retirees using TRICARE for Life.



In the letter PresidentKlimps ai d, 1t is wunfair to place the &L
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budget on those who have fAalready served, 0 fAa
t hei r TSorrenclue tioe letter, the retired Marine Corps Lieutenant General asks Senator

Mc Cain to Ahelp ensure that our nation honors
sacrificed and foughto for this great nation.
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QUOTHEromthe Commandelin Chief
aJust as our veterans stood watch on freedom's frontier, so hagafégpyarded the
prosperity of our Nation in our neighborhoods, our businesses, and our homes. As teac
and engineers, doctors and parents, these patriots have made contributions to civilian li
that serve as a testament to their dedication to theevelfaur country. We owe them a
debt of honor, and it is our moral obligation to ensure they receive our support for as lor
as they live as proud veterans of the United States Armed Forces. This year, as our troc
in Irag complete their mission, we halor them and all who serve by working tirelessly to
give them the care, the benefits, and the opportunities they have earned.

On Veterans Day, we pay tribute to our veterans, to the fallen, and to their families.
To honor their contributions to ouwatidn, let us strive with renewed
determination to keep the promises we have made to all who hav

answered our country's call.
As we fulfill our obligations to them, we keep faith with the patriots who have risked thei
lives to preserve our Union, anchwiite ideals of service and sacrifice upon which our
Republic was founded.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES AND NEWSeé é e é . HEALTH CARE

TRICARE Reserve Select
Guard and Reserve members: Wondering how much TRICARE Reserve Select costs and if you qualify? You can find out
by clicking here.

Does TRICARE Prime cover routine eye exams?
According to the TRICARE Frequently Asked Question Page, the answer is "Yes." TRICARE Prime coverage is as
follows:

1  Well-child care coverage (infants and children up to age 6):
1 Infants: One eye and vision screening is covered at birth and at 6 months.
1 Children (ages 3i 6):
1 Active duty family members are covered for one routine eye exam per year.
91 All others are covered for one routine eye exam every two years.


http://go.usa.gov/IX5

1 Adults and children (over age 6):
1 Active duty family members are covered for one eye exam per year.
1 Retired service members and their families are covered for one eye exam every two years.

91 Diabetic patients (any age): Eye exams aren't limited. One eye exam per year is recommended.

Opthalmological services, which may include an eye exam and other specialized services, are covered in connection with
the medical or surgical treatment of a covered iliness or injury. Please contact your regional contractor for more
information.

Note: Active duty service members enrolled in TRICARE Prime must receive all vision care at a military treatment facility

unless specifically referred by their primary care manager to a civilian network provider, or to a non-network provider if a

network provider isn't available.

TRICARE Prime and TRICARE Prime Remote Hanidimakwly combined TRICA#REe and TRICARE Prime Remote
handbookisanB@& ge handbook that Aprovides an overview of ¢t
The handbook discusses regional contractors; DEERS; providers; enroliment and diseraoliiaes; acergesty, urgent,
specialty, and routine care; referral and prior authorization requirements; health (including behaviorala| pleswefiesy, and
filing claims; other health insuranceattyrdability, explanation of benefasglits; appeals; grievances; and reporting fraud
and abuse. Stateside and overseas contact ainformati ot

OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

B y joiiing organizationslike AFSA todayd you can show our legislators that we as
an Association ar e uni QualigyofLifed fomad menandi n ¢

women in uniform and their familiesDon 6t j ust sit back andoa
winning team!!!!
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VHA Health Eligibility Center Health Benefits Website

The VHA Health Eligibility Center (HEC) has enhanced its ability to communicate with the veteran
community by launching a new Health Benefits website.


http://naus.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xOTM4NTUzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjI0MTcxMTQmbGk9OTA5NDIwOA/index.html

This new site is more interactive and is designed for easier navigation as an online portal for

veterans, family members and caregivers to learn about VHA eligibility, enrollment options and

benefits. It also provides detailed information about how to apply for VHA health services, cost of
care, accessing VA health care and VA6és Medi cal

Food Stamp Use Increases in Commissaries

Food stamp purchases at military commissaries have nearly tripled during the last four years,
according to Defense Commissary Agency (DECA) figures.

The agency reports that nearly $88 million worth of food stamps were used at commissaries
nationwide in 2011, up from $31 million in 2008.

There is little information about who is using the food stamps, officially called the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program by the Department of Agriculture, because DECA and the Defense
Department do not keep data on individuals who purchase items at commissaries.

Increase in food stamp usage as reported by DECA:

2008: $31,146,015 - 2009: $52,954,938
2010: $72,831,952 - 2011: $87,837,643
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The 10 ways Congress is targeting militar
difficult fiscal times are to:

1 Increase healthcare premiums for military retirees on TRICARE
Increase pharmaceutical fees for troops, families and retirees

1 Eliminate presumptive service-connected conditions for disabled and ill
veterans

1 Lock out or increase fees for Department of Veterans Affairs Priority
Groups 7 and 8 veterans
Reduce cost-of-living allowances
Freeze military pay


http://www.vfw.org/uploadedFiles/10%204%2010%20(1).pdf
http://www.vfw.org/uploadedFiles/VFW.org/News_and_Events/10%20for%2010%20Pharmaceuticals.pdf
http://www.vfw.org/uploadedFiles/VFW.org/News_and_Events/10%20for%2010%20Presumptives.pdf
http://www.vfw.org/uploadedFiles/VFW.org/News_and_Events/10%20for%2010%20Presumptives.pdf
http://www.vfw.org/uploadedFiles/VFW.org/News_and_Events/10%20for%2010%20Category%207%208.pdf
http://www.vfw.org/uploadedFiles/VFW.org/News_and_Events/10%20for%2010%20Category%207%208.pdf
http://www.vfw.org/uploadedFiles/VFW.org/News_and_Events/Press/10%20for%2010%20COLA.pdf
http://www.vfw.org/uploadedFiles/VFW.org/News_and_Events/10%20for%2010%20Pay%20Freeze.pdf

End government subsidies to military commissaries

Eliminate Department of Defense elementary schools stateside
Eliminate the 20-year military retirement plan

Eliminate DOD tuition reimbursement programs for service members
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Secretary of Defense Warns of Dire Consequences
On Monday, continuing his efforts to fight any additional cuts in Defense spending, Secretary Panetta

warned aboutthepot enti ally disastrous cuts i n programs
Commi tteeo fails and sequestration takes place.
The Defense Secretary warned, AAbsent Congressio

flexibility. It dictates that sequester cuts must be applied in equal percentages to each "program,
project, and activity." That means equal percentage cuts in every weapons program, research
project, and military construction project.

T A 23 percent cut in ship and military construction projects would render them un-executable - you
cannot buy three quarters of a ship or a building.

T A 23 percent cut in weapons program would drive up unit costs and lead to reductions in quantity of
one third or more.

A sequester would lower the caps on defense spending by about $100 billion a year in FY 2013
through 2021 -roughly double the effects of cuts under the basic provisions of the BCA. These
reductions in defense spending would have devastating effects.

A cut of this magnitude would represent a reduction of nearly 20 percent in DoD funding over the next
10 years. This assumes that, over the long run, military personnel could not be exempted from these
large reductions. Such reductions would:

T Undermine our ability to meet our national security objectives and require a significant revision to
our defense strategy.

1 Generate significant operational risks: delays response time to crises, conflicts, and disasters;
severely limits our ability to be forward deployed and engaged around the world; and assumes
unacceptable risk in future combat operations.

1 Severely reduce force training -threatens overall operational readiness.
Reductions at this level would lead to:

1 The smallest ground force since 1940.
1 A fleet of fewer than 230 ships, the smallest level since 1915.
1  The smallest tactical fighter force in the history of the Air Force.

Secretary Panetta also indicated many projects such as helicopter replacements, the missile shield,
new ship development and many others would face either severe cuts or total elimination.

NAUS Note: This is the most serious indication of the enormity of massive additional cuts in
Defense spending. And as NAUS and other leaders have asserted, defense spending is not
the driver of runaway spending.


http://www.vfw.org/uploadedFiles/VFW.org/News_and_Events/10%20for%2010%20Pay%20Subsidies.pdf
http://www.vfw.org/uploadedFiles/VFWorg/10%20for%2010%20DOD%20Schools.pdf
http://www.vfw.org/uploadedFiles/VFWorg/10%20for%2010%20DOD%20Schools.pdf
http://www.vfw.org/uploadedFiles/VFW.org/News_and_Events/10%20for%2010%20Retirement.pdf
http://www.vfw.org/uploadedFiles/VFW.org/News_and_Events/10%20for%2010%20Tuition.pdf
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Super Committee

By,CMSgt (Ret.) James E. Lok®ice Chair International Legislative Committgekovic@gmail.com

Super Committee Fails. Sequestration Comimngexpected,ie Joint Select Committee on
5STAOAG WSRdAzOGA2Yy I [¢Y®IRBsixiRaBblicars dadi§xN\dero2r#ded td ages

on a plan on how to cut $1.2 trillion over 10 years, starting in January 2013. While both sides express
disappointment (and blame each other), the ramification (in accordance with August 2011 legjstathat the

cuts will be made across the board (through a process known as sequestranih)half coming from Defense.

As reported in the past, Defense Secretary Panetta has said such cuts would be devastating, especial since the
August legislatioi | & |t NBF Re aO2aité¢ 5STSyasS bPnpn o0AfftAZ2Y Ay
as Secretary of Defense, my primary responsibility is to protect the security of the natierhalftrillion in

additional cuts demanded by sequester wouldddo a hollow force incapable of sustaining the missions it is
assigned.If implemented, sequester would also jeopardize our ability to provide our troops and their families
with the benefits and the support they have been promis€llir troops deservediter, and our nation

RSYIl yRa Ho%a ArSadBearvices Committee Chairman Buck McKeoalifR echoed Secretary Panetta

in saying yesterday, "Unfortunately, America's military is facing cuts that will devastate the armed forces and
force us to brek faith with service members. | do not accept that outcome. . . | will not let these sequestration
cuts stand." Senator John McCain and others have said they will soon introduce legislation to eliminate Defen:
accounts fromsuch largescalesequestra@ y* ® | 26 SOSNE Ay NBaLR yluieSo réaghaill K S
compromisePresidentObamad | A R>  MyyhessaigeNidi tBem ds simplé&lo. | will veto any effort to get rid

of those automatic spending cuts to domestic and defense spendihge will be no easy off ramps on this

2y Soé LG A& AYLRNIFYyd G2 1SSLI AY YAYR (KFd t NBaA
January 2018 even if he loses election in Novemibeaind since the Senate is essentially in lock step wigh th
Administration on nearly every issue, a veto override is extremely unlikely. An override would require a two
thirds majority in each chamber of Congress. However, since each seat in the House-#mdlarighe Senate

seats face reelectioninNovemB NE | ye@ G KAYy3 Aa LRRaarofSo ¢tK2aS Ay
statement at: http://www.whitehouse.gov/thpressoffice/2011/11/21/statemeipresident
supercommittee

DoD Benefit Cuts Update: Military retirement is on the table in the coming months and years as Congress
attempts to rein in our national debt. But that's only the start of what could be at risk. There are many things going on simultaneously


mailto:jlokovic@gmail.com
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/11/21/statement-president-supercommittee
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/11/21/statement-president-supercommittee

